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Khmer Communist elements cut Route 1 yesterday 15 miies southeast of
Phnom Penh. Local government units are tyring to reopen the highway. In the past
the insurgents have been unable to keep the road closed for any appreciable iime.
Government clearing operations between Route 1 and the Bassac River made little
progress on March 6. Other Cambodian Army sweep operations south of Phnom Penh
south of Route 201 also made scant headway. The local governmeant commander claims
that Communist bunkers tunneled under the road are impossible to destroy with
artillery and difficult to observe from the air. Twenty miles west of Phnom Penb,
fighting , some hgavy, is continuing along a section of Route 4——which remains
under Communist control. Elsewhefe; government positions in and near the south-
western city of Kampot continue to be subjected to minor harassment. Government

reinforcements from Phnom Penh are due to hegin clearing cperations arcund Kampot
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today. Another Mekcong resuppl couvey iz mow

South Vietnam.
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